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FORMAT: Documentary
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He's one of the FBI's most wanted men. There is no lack of audacity in
George Wright. At 19 he was convicted of murder, at 27 he escaped
from a prison in the USA, at 29 he hijacked an airplane , with a million
dollars in ransom. Forty years later, the FBI found out that he was living
in Portugal, after fleeing through France, Algeria and Guinea-Bissau.
That day, he had to face his wife and children and tell them all the
secrets of his past.




THE AMERICAN

After being convicted of murder and
escaping from jail, George Wright
hijacked a plane with a million
dollars. That day, he left the US and
the FBI lost track of him.
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THE GUINEAN '

Guinea-Bissau, the refuge where
George Wright hid from the FBI and
managed to forge his identity: he
changed his name to Jorge Santos
and got Guinean citizenship.
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THE PORTUGUESE

40 years after the plane hijacking,
the FBI found George Wright in
Portugal. He had become a
Portuguese citizen, preventing him
from being extradited to the USA.
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-1 - Servicos prisionais de Nova
RErVICos

Nome

Daniel

Klotz

Jérsia, EUA

% 2000
* - Coordenador da Unidade de Fugitivos
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2011 |
| - Localizou George Vright em Portugal
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- Reformado

BO» 0000 120 3042 80400
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Nome

Joéo:Paulo

. / - -« 7 -
3 a/Judiciaria

- Inspetor-chefe

- Conselheiro na Representagao
Permanente de Portugal na Uniao
Europeia
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SOME OF OUR INTERVIEWEES

Ann

-ﬁ_ilha/ XYa vitima mortal

Congressista, E.U.A
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- Partid@

- Eleito congressista

- 14 anos qguando o pai
foi assassinado

- Voluntdria na Sociedade de
Histdéria de Monmouth County

- 44 anos como Representante de
Nova Jérsia




SOME OF OUR INTERVIEWEES

Brown
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_Preso: assalto a mao armada

- Militante do Partido
Black Panther

1970 -
- Cumplice de George Wright na
fuga da cadeia

‘ . = Exilio em Argel

1972 ‘ ¢ WSS
- Cumplice de George HWright no e | , : S ;
: e - Mantém trabalho politico ¢ social
desvio do aviao : Felay >
( em Filadélfia, EUA
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AUTHOR’S NOTE
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The only thing | knew for sure was that Jorge Santos' story was still untold. A young black m’arj}'g'.e-t"s' :rn'\/,dlﬁi'e’d’:h'j(:g,,a,:-‘_,,.. |

a murder, escapes from jail, hijacks a plane with a million dollars in ransom and lives one of the"lo'hg'e\S’E‘}f\'.' *., .j-',‘; SRR

escapes from justice ever: it lasted 40 years and crossed 3 continents. Ml ‘ Ve %t \"'

These were the facts. But his story was mainly about a legal dilemma. What would be fair in a case where the Balll: \ B 1 S P "‘
convict has rebuilt his life, but the victim's family feels he hasn't paid for his crimes? How to reconcile a % e
criminal justice system such as that in the United States, where homicide crimes do not have a statute of

limitations, with that of several European countries, including Portugal, where the right to forget is a value to

be preserved?

Above all, there was the human side. A man trapped in a secret, carrying an inner loneliness. A lifetime of
hiding the past, floating between two dimensions: the person he really was and the one he showed the world.
What would be left of this person who fed on shadows and invisibility? Deep down, | was interested in
understanding how life shapes us.

What started as an “authorized biography” became an investigation into the odyssey of this American man, .
who was born George Wright and became the Portuguese Jorge Santos. Even if it's still wrapped in mystery,
there's one thing I've found out: how he managed to escape the FBI.
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With a Law degree Sof 'ha.s;‘% *‘”4 £ ”_‘\ ‘,

specializing in justice and ‘human rl'ghtf and z;"".'; L
renowned series in Portugal such as PerdIOSI e A@ ’““ 2006)
Condenados (2010), A Prova (2013) Vidas Suspenscﬁ‘,} m

1
vy

Invisiveis (2019), Mercado Negro (2020) and Despolos de Guer‘ra" w‘

(2022).

As a screenwriter, she wrote the docudrama O Ultlmo Corretor‘\'

(1996), the fiction series O Espirito da Lei (2001), the documentary
Carta ao meu Avo (2015) and Daniel e Daniela (2022), which she
also directed.

Sofia has published four books: Jornalistas e Tribunais (2(5()5), As
Extraordinarias Aventuras da Justica Portuguesa (2009), O meu
Avo Luis (2015) and Condenados (2017). Among other awards, she
has twice won Best Information Program from the Portuguese
Society of Authors, Best Use of Archive from the International
Federation of Television Archives and the Special Jury Prize at the
Cartagena de las Indias Film Festival in Colombia.

Received the Netflix award for best Portuguese documentary
screenplay in 2020.

www.sofiapintocoelho.com
@sofia.pintocoelho
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http://www.sofiapintocoelho.com
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a documentary by SOFIA PINTO,COELHO

produced by FILIPE ARAUJO, HEMI FORTES'

associate producer RUI RIBEIRO ori'ginal music BARBARA CAMPOS |
cinematographer HUGO DINIS NEVES editing LUIS GONCALVES production manager SONIA RICARDO -
archives ANDRE TORRES, RITA PINTO COELHO, SOFIA PINTO COELHO, SONIA RICARDO post-production coordinator CARLOS ISAAC

audio post-production B

colorist RUI BRANQUINH
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https://internationaldistribution.sic.pt/catalogue/documentaries/2023-10-04-george-6500b23a
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