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He's one of the FBI's most wanted men. There is no lack of audacity in
George Wright. At 19 he was convicted of murder, at 27 he escaped
from a prison in the USA, at 29 he hijacked an airplane , with a million
dollars in ransom. Forty years later, the FBI found out that he was living
in Portugal, after fleeing through France, Algeria and Guinea-Bissau.
That day, he had to face his wife and children and tell them all the
secrets of his past.

SYNOPSIS



After being convicted of murder and
escaping from jail, George Wright
hijacked a plane with a million
dollars. That day, he left the US and
the FBI lost track of him.

EPISODE 01

THE AMERICAN





Guinea-Bissau, the refuge where
George Wright hid from the FBI and
managed to forge his identity: he
changed his name to Jorge Santos
and got Guinean citizenship.

EPISODE 02

THE GUINEAN





40 years after the plane hijacking,
the FBI found George Wright in
Portugal. He had become a
Portuguese citizen, preventing him
from being extradited to the USA.

EPISODE 03

THE PORTUGUESE





SOME OF OUR INTERVIEWEES
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AUTHOR’S NOTE

The only thing I knew for sure was that Jorge Santos' story was still untold. A young black man gets involved in
a murder, escapes from jail, hijacks a plane with a million dollars in ransom and lives one of the longest
escapes from justice ever: it lasted 40 years and crossed 3 continents.

These were the facts. But his story was mainly about a legal dilemma. What would be fair in a case where the
convict has rebuilt his life, but the victim's family feels he hasn't paid for his crimes? How to reconcile a
criminal justice system such as that in the United States, where homicide crimes do not have a statute of
limitations, with that of several European countries, including Portugal, where the right to forget is a value to
be preserved?

Above all, there was the human side. A man trapped in a secret, carrying an inner loneliness. A lifetime of
hiding the past, floating between two dimensions: the person he really was and the one he showed the world.
What would be left of this person who fed on shadows and invisibility? Deep down, I was interested in
understanding how life shapes us.

What started as an “authorized biography” became an investigation into the odyssey of this American man,
who was born George Wright and became the Portuguese Jorge Santos. Even if it's still wrapped in mystery,
there's one thing I've found out: how he managed to escape the FBI.
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